BERTHIER'S MISTRESS

no
BERTHIER

TO MARSHAL BERTHIER

LA MALMAISON, April i, 1806.

I AM sending you the Moniteur. you will see there what I
have done for you. I only attach one condition to it, namely,
that you get married; and that is also a condition of my
continued friendship. Your love affair has lasted too long,
and has become absurd. I have a right to expect that a man
whom I have called my companion in arms, and whom
posterity will always picture at my side, shall no longer
abandon himself to an unprecedented weakness. I want you
to get married, then; if you don't, I will never see you again.
You are fifty, I know; but you come of a race that lives till
eighty; and those thirty years are just the time when you
most need the amenities of married life.

When circumstances allow, you must go to Strasbourg,
and thence to your principality, to see about everything
there. It yielded 50,000 crowns to Prussia, it ought to yield
you twice as much. You know that no one is fonder of you
than I am: but you are also aware that no one can have my
affection who has not first my respect. You have well
deserved it hitherto: continue to be worthy of it by falling
in with my plans, and becoming the root of a fine big
family tree-----

[CoRRESP.,xii, 10046. After the victories of 1805 Napoleon rewarded
Berthier, his Chief of Staff, with the Principality of Neuchitel, ceded
by Prussia. Berthier's mistress was Mm*. de ViscontL]

III
DISCIPLINE

TO MARSHAL BERTHIER

LA MALMAISON, April 10, 1806.

I AM annoyed at your sending your brother to Paris. I
didn't want to see him, and I won't receive him. Write and
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